
1

The Hotcha Story
b y A rt M . D aan e

Milan, Italy - 1939
From left to right:

Eddie Sernee � Joop Heijman � Geert van Driesten � Cor Belder � Wim Belder

Revised, due to new information!

It w as in th e m id 3 0 's th a t G ee rt van D rie sten jo in ed M ac G e ld ray's M o u th A cco rd io n B an d . (M ac
b ecam e M a x a t a la te r stad iu m ). T h e b an d m em b ers w ere H . an d R . L o d em a , K . an d C . d e W in te r , J . d e
K ru yff, W . B o lle rm an , G . van D rie sten an d th e lead e r M ax van G e ld e r, w h o b ecam e th e w e ll -k n o w n
�G o o n S h o w � m em b er M ax G eld ray.

M ax w a s o ffe re d an en gagem en t to to u r E n g lan d , b u t o n ly G eert an d th e L o d em a B ro th e rs w ere
k e e n e n o u g h to g o a lo n g to E n g la n d . T h e b a n d h a d b e c o m e a q u a rte t a n d d u rin g th e E n g la n d to u r th e y
b ecam e kn o w n as th e H o llan d e r B o ys.

A fte r th e ir re tu rn th ey w ere q u ite b u sy p e rfo rm in g in th ea tre s an d eve n rad io . W h e n th in g s w en t
q u ie t an d M a x w a s m o re freq u en tly w o rk in g so lo , G ee rt jo in e d fo u r o th e r h a rm o n ic a p laye rs in
R o tte rd am . T h e B e ld e r b ro th e rs C o r an d W im , Jo o p H e ijm a n an d E d d y S ern ee , th e five o f th e m visite d
th e w o rld -fam o u s B o rra h M in ev itc h H arm o n ic a R asca ls w h o w ere to u rin g E u ro p e a t th e tim e , an d th ey
w ere a llo w e d to p la y so m eth in g fo r M in ev itch . B o rra h ca lle d th e m H o tch a B o ys (H o tch a is a L a tin -
A m erica n w o rd m ean in g rh yth m ). F ro m th e n o n th e y ca lle d th e m s e lve s th e 5 H o tch a �s .
A so n g , co m p o sed b y M essrs . Je ro m e , B yro n an d K en t � I w an n a m ake rh yth m � fo r th e m o vie
�M an h a tta n M erry go R o u n d � w a s reco rd e d b y va rio u s b an d s , am o n gst o th e rs o n S ep tem b e r 3 rd 1 9 3 7
b y B en n y B eriga n an d o n M arc h 5 th 1 9 3 8 b y H arry R o y, th e 4 th lin e o f th e ch o ru s is � I w an n a ge t
H o tch a � th u s T h e H o tch a �s .
W h e n th e m o vie " M a d ab o u t M u sic " w ith D ean n e D u rb in an d th e C ap p y B arra H arm o n ic a E n sem b le
w a s sh o w in g in R o tte rd am , th e 5 H o tch a s p e rfo rm e d d u rin g in te rva ls . T h e y th e n jo in e d th e f am o u s
c ircu s "C irq u e M éd ran o " in P a ris . O n th e ir w ay th e re ; th ey p e rfo rm ed fo r B e lg ian an d F ren ch rad io
sta tio n s . T h e y w ere b eco m in g w e ll -kn o w n w ith n u m b ers like " C h in a to w n m y C h in a to w n , D o n key
S eren ad e , T ige r R ag an d th e H u n garia n R h ap so d y N o .2 ."

B efo re th e y w en t o n th e ir to u r in Ita ly fro m Ju ly 1 9 3 9 u n til F eb ru a ry 1 9 4 0 th e y p e rfo rm e d in
A m ste rd a m an d R o tte rd am , in th e m ean tim e co n trac ts h ad b ee n sign e d fo r G erm an y, D en m ark ,
S w ed en , N o rw ay an d P o lan d , la stin g a n u m b er o f yea rs .
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Scala Berlin - 1940
From left to right:

W im Belder � Cor Belder � Geert van Driesten � Joop Heijm an � Eddie Sernee

D u rin g th e S eco n d W o rld W a r th e gro u p sp lit u p . G ee rt m arrie d a G erm a n g irl in 1 9 4 1 w ith
w h o m h e sta rte d h is o w n ac t m ak in g u se o f p ian o , acco rd io n , d an c e an d o f c o u rse th e h a rm o n ic a . T h e
o th e r fo u r ca rrie d o n w h ile lo o k in g fo r a n ew b ass p laye r.

The 4 Hotcha�s
From left to right:

W im Belder � Cor Belder � Joop Heijm an � Eddie Sernee
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(See photograph above for details of m em bers)

D u rin g a b rea k in H o llan d , be fo re co n tin u in g th e ir G erm a n to u r, th e gro u p en gage d ch ro m atic
p laye r Jo h a n Jan se n to b eco m e th e ir n ew b ass p laye r.

Johan Janssen

By train from Rotterdam to Berlin - January 1941
From left to right:

Eddie Sernee � Cor Belder � Johan Janssen � Joop Heijm an � W im Belder
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T h e to u r w ith th e n ew co m e r sta rte d a t th e W alh a lla T h ea tre in W iesb ad e n (1 1 -1 5 Jan u a ry),
co n tin u in g a t th e A p o llo T h ea tre in A u gsb u rg (1 6 -3 1 Jan u a ry), A m m ast C ab a re t - M ü n c h e n (1 -2 8
F eb ru a ry), A p o llo T h ea tre - D ü sse ld o rf (1 -1 5 M a rc h ), R ég in a T h ea tre - D ü sse ld o rf (1 6 -3 1 M arch ).

Apollo Theatre - Düsseldorf
Left to right:

W im Belder � Cor Belder � Joop Heijm an - Johan Janssen � Eddie Sernee (kneeling)

O n 2 9 A p ri l 1 9 4 1 th e y re c o rd e d a 7 8 -rp m fo r H M V in S to ckh o lm , S w e d en .
(S e e th e ab o v e H M V rad io b ro ad cas t p ro gra m o f Ju n e 1 9 4 1

A -sid e ; Could Be (D o n a ld so n ) � B -sid e ; Alice Blue Gow n (T ie rn ey)



5

Sw eden 1 9 4 1 : 1 -3 0 A p ril; C h in a T h ea tre � S to ckh o lm

China Variety Concert Hall � Stockholm

1 6 -3 1 M a y - N ö jesfe lte t � S to ckh o lm

14 M ay 1941: Radio Stockholm - Could Be/Don Juan/M oon Glow /W ham
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1 -1 5 Ju n e ; L ie se b e rg - G ö teb o rg

Caricature in Sw edish New s Paper
Lieseberg � Göteborg (1941)

Norw ay 1 9 4 1 : 1 8 -3 0 Ju n e ; F o rn o yle s P a rk � S ta van ge r

New spaper clipping Stavanger
Left to right:

Eddie Sernee � Unknow n gentlem en � Johan Janssen � W im Belder
Unknow n lady � Joop Heijm an � Cor Belder

1 -1 0 Ju ly; F o rn o ie le s P a rk � H a u g e su n d
1 3 -2 1 Ju ly; F o lkep a rk � F red e rikstad
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Folkepark � Frederikstad

2 2 -2 8 Ju ly; F o lke P a rk � D ram m en
2 8 Ju ly-1 0 A u gu st; K lin gen b e rg K in o � O slo
2 A u gu st; R ad io O slo - C o u ld B e /D o n Ju an /M o o n G lo w /W h am /H u n garia n R h ap so d y N o 2 .
Poland 1 9 4 1 : 1 -1 5 O c to b e r; T ab a rin - L o d z (L itzm an n stad )
1 6 -3 1 O c to b e r ; L ie b ic h T h e a tre � B reslau

Liebich Theatre � Breslau

Germ any 1 9 4 1 : 1 -3 0 N o vem b er 1 9 4 1 ; A llo tria � H am b u rg

Allotria � Ham burg
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Poland 1 9 4 1 : 1 -1 5 D ecem b er; M etro p o le � P o se n

M etropole � Posen

1 6 -3 1 D e c e m b e r 1 9 4 1 ; K ü n s tle r S p ie le � K ato w ice

B e tw ee n to u rin g E u ro p e th e y a lso fea tu re d in a G erm a n m o vie �W e r is t d e r M ö rd e r? �

�W e r ist der M �rder?�
From left to right:

W im Belder � Eddie Sernee � Johan Janssen


