The Hotcha Story

by Art M. Daane

Mlan, Italy - 1939

Fromleft to right:
Eddi e Sernee 0 Joop Heijman 0O CGeert van Driesten O Cor Belder 0O W m Bel der

Revi sed, due to new infornmation!

It was in the mid 30's that Geert van Driesten joined M ac Geldray's M outh Accordion Band. (M ac
became M ax at a later stadium). The band memberswere H. and R. Lodema, K. and C. de Winter, J. de
Kruyff, W. Bollerman, G. van Driesten and the leader M ax van Gelder, who became the well-known
[Goon ShowOmember M ax Geldray.

M ax was offered an engagement to tour England, but only Geert and the Lodema Brothers were
keen enough to go along to England. The band had become a quartet and during the England tour they
became known as the Hollander Boys.

After their return they were quite busy performing in theatres and even radio. W hen things went
quiet and M ax was more frequently working solo, Geert joined four other harmonica playersin
Rotterdam. The Belder brothers Cor and Wim, Joop Heijman and Eddy Sernee, the five of them visited
the world-famous Borrah Minevitch Harmonica Rascals who were touring Europe at the time, and they
were allowed to play something for Minevitch. Borrah called them Hotcha Boys (Hotchaisa Latin-
American word meaning rhythm). From then on they called themselves the 5 Hotchals.

A song, composed by M essrs. Jerome, Byron and Kent I wanna make rhythm Ofor the movie

(M anhattan M erry go RoundOwas recorded by various bands, amongst others on September 3rd 1937
by Benny Berigan and on M arch 5th 1938 by Harry Roy, the 4th line of the chorusis 0 wanna get
Hotchallthus The Hotchals.

When the movie " M ad about M usic" with Deanne Durbin and the Cappy Barra Harmonica Ensemble
was showing in Rotterdam, the 5 Hotchas performed during intervals. They then joined the famous
circus "Cirque M édrano" in Paris. On their way there; they performed for Belgian and French radio
stations. They were becoming well-known with numbers like " Chinatown my Chinatown, Donkey
Serenade, Tiger Rag and the Hungarian Rhapsody No.2."

Before they went on their tour in Italy from July 1939 until February 1940 they performed in
Amsterdam and Rotterdam, in the meantime contracts had been signed for Germany, Denmark,
Sweden, Norway and Poland, lasting a number of years.



Scala Berlin - 1940
From left to right:
Wim Belder OCor Belder OGeert van Driesten OJoop Heijman OEddie Sernee

During the Second W orld W ar the group split up. Geert married a German girl in 1941 with
whom he started his own act making use of piano, accordion, dance and of course the harmonica. The
other four carried on while looking for a new bass player.

The 4 Hotchals
From left toright:
Wim Belder OCor Belder OJoop Heijman OEddie Sernee
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Komiske munnspillere.
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. Forneyelsesavdelingen er dpen fra kl. 19,
(See photograph above for details of members)

During a break in Holland, before continuing their German tour, the group engaged chromatic
player Johan Jansen to become their new bass player.
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By train from Rotterdam to Berlin - January 1941

From left to right:
Eddie Sernee OCor Belder OJohan Janssen OJoop Heijman OWim Belder



The tour with the newcomer started at the Walhalla Theatre in Wiesbaden (11-15 January),
continuing at the Apollo Theatre in Augsburg (16-31 January), Ammast Cabaret - M iinchen (1-28
February), Apollo Theatre - Diisseldorf (1-15 M arch), Régina Theatre - Disseldorf (16-31 M arch).
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5 Houlafials

e beses Mindharmenika-Virumen

Apollo Theatre - Diisseldor f
Lefttoright:
Wim Belder OCor Belder OJoop Heijman - Johan Janssen OEddie Sernee (kneeling)
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On 29 April 1941 they recorded a 78-rpm for HM V in Stockholm, Sweden.
(See the above HM V radiobroadcast program of June 1941
A-side; Could Be (Donaldson) OB-side; Alice Blue Gown (Tierney)



Sweden 1941: 1-30 April; China Theatre O Stockholm

14 May 1941: Radio Stockholm - Could Be/Don Juan/M oon Glow/W ham



1-15 June; Lieseberg - Goteborg
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' The Horchas, en rolig hollindska
munspelsorkester.

Caricaturein Swedish News Paper
Lieseberg O Goteborg (1941)

Norway 1941: 18-30 June; Fornoyles Park [ Stavanger

tmy ragman, Lalle Reinholdz och "The Hotchas”
lyssna kritiskt pé sin egen inspelning. 1
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Yorweaen
18-30 Juni

Torngrylexs- Park
STAVANGER

Newspaper clipping Stavanger

L eft to right:
Eddie Sernee ODUnknown gentlemen 0Johan Janssen OWim Belder
Unknown lady OJoop Heijman OCor Belder

1-10 July; Fornoieles Park OHaugesund
13-21 July; Folkepark O Frederikstad
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Folkepark OFrederikstad

22-28 July; Folke Park ODrammen
28 July-10 August; Klingenberg Kino OOslo

2 August; Radio Oslo - Could Be/Don Juan/M oon Glow/W ham/Hungarian Rhapsody No2.
Poland 1941: 1-15 October; Tabarin - Lodz (Litzmannstad)
16-31 October; Liebich Theatre OBreslau
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Liebich Theatre OBreslau

Germany 1941: 1-30 November 1941; Allotria DHamburg

Eonpmobend nachm. ¢ fte Vorile

Allotria DHamurg



Poland 1941; 1-15 December; M etropole O Posen

M etropole OPosen
16-31 December 1941; Kiinstler Spiele 0K atowice

Between touring Europe they also featured in a German movie (Wer ist der M 6rder?0

Wer ist der M dder?0
From left toright:
Wim Belder OEddie Sernee 0Johan Janssen



